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American Literature: Identify some plays about dysfunctional family drama.

Team A: Amanda Wingfield can’t stop nagging her daughter Laura about receiving a “gentleman caller” in what Tennessee Williams play named for Laura’s figurine collection?

		The Glass Menagerie

Team B: Martha and George can’t stop fighting about their relationship, jobs, and made-up son in front of their guests Nick and Honey in what Edward Albee play?

		Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Tossup: After this play’s protagonist reveals his affair with Alberta, Bono makes a bet that he will buy his wife a refrigerator if the protagonist finishes building the title structure for Rose. The garbage truck driver Troy Maxson is the protagonist of which play of August Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle?

		Fences

Math:  20 seconds for each question. Answer these questions about simple interest loans.

Team B: John borrows $5,000 for four years with a 4 percent interest rate, compounded annually. How much money will John pay back in four years?

		$5,800

Team A: Denise borrows $7,000 for five years, with a 6 percent interest rate, compounded annually. How much money will Denise pay back in five years?

		$9,100

Tossup: Emma borrows $10,500 for eight years, with a 5.5 percent interest rate, compounded annually. How much money will Emma pay back in eight years?

		$15,120






World History: Identify the following Roman Emperors.

Team A: What man, the second of the “Five Good Emperors,” is the namesake of a column in Rome to commemorate his conquest of Dacia?

		Trajan

Team B: What man, the third of the “Five Good Emperors,” built a wall across England to mark the northern boundary of the Roman Empire?

		Hadrian

Tossup: This man had an ongoing relationship with his half-sister Drusilla and this man built a bridge across the Bay of Baiae in order to prove a soothsayer wrong. This emperor was son of Agrippina the Elder and he supposedly wanted to name his horse Incitatus a consul. Identify this mentally insane Roman Emperor who was nicknamed “Little Boots.”

		Caligula



Fine Arts: Identify the following operas.

Team B: What Puccini opera ends with the tuberculosis-infected Mimi dying in the arms of Rodolpho?

		La Boheme

Team A: What other Puccini opera ends with Cio-Cio San, the title character, committing suicide after her rejection by Lieutenant Pinkerton?

		Madame Butterfly

Tossup: This collection ends with Valhalla erupting in flames after a character commits suicide on her lover’s funeral pyre. The dwarf, Alberich, steals gold from three maidens in this collection in order to forge the title object. Twilight of the Gods and Siegfried are two of four operas that comprise what operatic cycle by Richard Wagner?

		The Ring Cycle [prompt on the two individual operas mentioned as well as “The Rhinegold” and “The Valkyrie”]




Life Science: Identify these organelles. 

Team A: Translation occurs in what organelles that are the site of protein synthesis?

		Ribosomes

Team B: Tay-Sachs disease results from the malfunction of what organelles that digest cellular waste?

Lysosomes

Tossup: When fatty acids are broken down during beta oxidation in this structure, Acetyl-CoA is produced. Zellweger Syndrome can affect this organelle that contains the enzymes urate oxidase and catalase. Identify these organelles that breakdown their namesake substance into oxygen and water. 

		Peroxisomes


World Literature: Identify some Spanish-speaking authors.

Team B: What author wrote the essay collection The Labyrinth of Solitude about his home country of Mexico?

		Octavio Paz

Team A: What Nobel Prize winning Peruvian author wrote about Pedro Camacho’s experiences with Radio Panamericana in his novel Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter?

		Mario Vargas Llosa

Tossup: In a story by this author, the dogs Scipio and Berganza begin to converse with each other at the stroke of midnight, to the chagrin of a young groom. That work is “The Conversation of the Dogs,” one of this author’s Exemplary Novels. In this author’s most famous work, Samson Carrasco eventually stops the title character’s knightly adventures with Sancho Panza and Rocinante. Identify this Spanish author of Don Quixote. 

		Miguel de Cervantes



American Government: Identify these third party candidates for President. 

Team A: What longtime Governor of Alabama and supporter of segregation earned 46 electoral votes in the election of 1968 as a candidate of the American Independent Party?

		George Wallace

Team B: What Texas billionaire won almost 19 percent of the popular vote, likely costing George H.W. Bush the Presidential election of 1992 while running as an Independent candidate?

		H. Ross Perot

Tossup: This man first came to prominence with an expose he had written about safety issues with the Chevy Corvair entitled Unsafe at Any Speed. This man first ran for President in 1996 and is often cited as the reason that George W. Bush defeated Al Gore after this man won 97,000 votes in Florida in the 2000 Presidential Election. Identify this man who has four times been the nominee of the Green Party.

		Ralph Nader


Physical Science: Answer these questions about scientific experiments. 

Team B: What famous experiment discovered the mass of the electron using the namesake substance and led to a Nobel Prize for Robert Millikan?

		Millikan’s “Oil Drop” Experiment

Team A: What famous experiment performed in 1801 by Thomas Young consisted of a coherent beam of light being diffracted through two openings to show the wavelike nature of light?

		Thomas Young’s “Double Slit” Experiment

Toss-Up: The device used in this experiment was constructed in a closed basement to eliminate thermal and vibrational effects and built on top of a block of sandstone and floated in a pool of mercury. Performed at what is now Case Western Reserve University, what 1887 experiment disproved the existence of the luminiferous ether? 

		Michelson-Morley Experiment





Geography: Identify these bodies of water. 

Team A: The cities of Plattsburgh, New York and Burlington, Vermont lie on the shores of what lake that borders New York, Vermont and Quebec?

		Lake Champlain

Team B: Carson City, Nevada lies just east of what lake in the Sierra Nevada Mountains that straddles the California / Nevada border and is the second deepest in the United States?

		Lake Tahoe

Tossup: The 5.4 mile long General Rafael Urdaneta Bridge spans this body of water that is fed by the Catatumbo River at a site that experiences almost 10 hours of lightning daily. Almost twenty percent of this body of water is covered in duckweed and this lake sits atop a major oil reserve. Identify this Venezuelan lake that is the largest in South America. 

		Lake Maracaibo


US History: Answer the following questions about the fight for equal rights in America. 

Team B: What female abolitionist and former slave gave the “Ain’t I a Woman” speech?

		Sojourner Truth

Team A: What other abolitionist and spy for the Union army during the Civil War assisted over 1,000 escaped slaves on the Underground Railroad and is rumored to be replacing Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill?

		Harriet Tubman

Tossup: This man called the assassination of John F. Kennedy “chickens coming home to roost” and he urged African Americans to vote with his “Ballot or the Bullet” speech. After breaking with Elijah Muhammad, this man was assassinated himself at New York’s Audubon Ballroom.  Identify this black nationalist leader of the Nation of Islam.

		Malcolm X or Malcolm Little


Alphabet Round
Letter R

1. Poem by Edgar Allan Poe that mentions the title creature “perched upon a bust of Pallas.”
2. Russian composer of Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini.
3. Element that, along with polonium, was discovered by Pierre and Marie Curie.
4. Nation with capital at Kigali that has been the site of fighting between the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups. 
5. (TWO WORD ANSWER) A horn called the shofar is often blown on what Jewish New Year. 
6. Current President of Iran who replaced Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2013.
7. Law stating that the partial pressure of a gas is equal to vapor pressure times its mole fraction in the liquid phase. 
8. Ancient Egyptian sun god. 
9. Objectivist author of The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged.
10. Man who assassinated Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis, Tennessee in 1968.



Alphabet Round Answers

1.”(The) Raven”
2. (Sergei) Rachmaninoff
3. Radium
4. Rwanda
5. Rosh Hashanah (TWO WORD ANSWER)
6. (Hassan) Rouhani
7. Raoult’s (Law)
8. Ra
9. (Ayn) Rand
10. (James Earl) Ray




Final Round

1. This city that is served by the Schiphol Airport was affected by the 1287 St. Lucia’s flood and in 1603, this city became the site of the world’s first stock exchange. This city’s Jordaan neighborhood is the site of the Anne Frank House. Sometimes referred to as the “Venice of the North” for its canals is what largest city and capital of the Netherlands?

		Amsterdam

2. The force constant in this law is equal to cross-sectional area over length times Young’s modulus, and Cauchy generalized this law to three dimensions. This law only applies up to the yield point, and it states that stress is directly proportional to strain. Stated F equals negative kx, is what law used to calculate the restoring force on springs?
 
 		Hooke’s Law

3. The Battle of Vilppula was fought during this nation’s civil war that saw conflict between the Red and White guards. A series of wars that this country fought with their eastern neighbor included the Continuation War and the Winter War. Identify this Scandinavian country that was the location where the Helsinki Accords were signed.

		Finland

4. George Chapman or Christopher Marlowe may be the Rival Poet to whom some of these works are addressed. A more famous of these poems ends “So long lives this and this gives life to thee” and is entitled “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?” Almost all of these poems are in iambic pentameter and end with a rhyming couplet. What is this group of poems by the author of Romeo and Juliet?

Shakespeare’s sonnets (prompt on partial answer)

5. Pharaoh and Abimelech tried to marry this man’s wife after he lied about them being siblings, and he laid with Hagar because of his wife’s infertility. A sheep saved this man from sacrificing his son Isaac, and he is Sarah’s husband. Identify this figure who names a set of religions including Islam, Christianity, and Judaism.

		Abraham

6. This anthropologist borrowed Nietzsche’s terms “Apollonian” and “Dionysian” to describe Native American tribes in Patterns of Culture. This anthropologist’s most famous work discusses the “shame culture” of a certain country. What anthropologist wrote about Japan in her World War II-era book The Chrysanthemum and the Sword?

		Ruth Benedict

7. This artist included numerous nude figures on a yellow lawn in his painting The Joy of Life, and he showed his wife with the title feature on her face in The Green Stripe. Five people participate in the title activity in The Dance, a painting by what French leader of fauvism?

		Henri Matisse

8. The Supreme Court case of McGrain v. Daugherty resulted from this event that led to Thomas Walsh demanding the resignation of Edwin Denby. As part of this scandal, Harry Sinclair and Edward Doheny were given rights to Elk Hills, California by Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall. Identify this scandal that occurred during the administration of Warren G. Harding. 

		Teapot Dome Scandal

9. The Perseid meteor shower occurs when the earth passes by one of these objects. Kreutz names a subset of these objects, and Shoemaker-Levy 9 and Hale-Bopp are examples of them. A nucleus of rock and ice surrounded by gas, known as its coma, are what space objects of which Halley’s is the most famous example?

		Comets

10. In addition to writing The Wild Duck, this author wrote a play in which Helene Alving must decide whether she should euthanize her son Oswald. In another play by this author, Jurgen Tesman’s wife commits suicide. The main character of this playwright’s most famous work is blackmailed by Krogstad. Identify this Norwegian playwright of Hedda Gabler who wrote about Nora Helmer in A Doll’s House.

		Henrik Ibsen

 
